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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To prevent erroneous recognition by outputting an isolated picture as 
a character candidate at the time when this isolated picture satisfies a 
condition which is set to a feret diameter for the purpose of extracting 
character element candidates. 

CONSTITUTION: Feature points are extracted by a feature point extracting part 
14, an area in the vicinity of a feature point is subjected to Hough transform 
by a Hough transform part 15, and a long straight line component is detected in 
a p-θ space by a long straight line component detecting part 16, and 
values of picture elements constituting the long straight line component except 
the feature point picture elements are set to 0 by a straight line component 
deleting part 17 to separate a character component candidate in the picture 
from linear graphic components. For the purpose of extracting character 
component candidates in a partial area, the feret diameter of the isolated 
picture in the partial area is measured by a feret diameter measuring part 18, 
and the same condition decision as a character candidate/linear graphic 
candidate separating part 13 is performed in a character candidate output part 
19, The extracted character candidate is outputted to a character recognizing 
part to finally determine the meaning of the picture. Thus, a linear graphic 
and an alphanumetic character are separated from each other though overlapping, 
and the recognition rate is improved. 
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